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Stansfield Turner took the right tack on eovert operations |
o
In his April 9 Commentary sec-  purview of the intelligence com- a month or two to.tell you of some- "
tion article “Rejecting Congress'  mittees. ) thing. I suppose there's some wild
covert straitjacket,’ Rep. Bud Mr. Shuster also wrongly inter-  circumstance, but it just doesn’t
Shuster grossly misrepresents prets the phrase “timely fashion” seem practicalatall to me to think
the intent of and the need for the n. Walter Hud- that that kind of delay could be
new intelligence oversight legis-  dleston not alone_in his under- anything but reprehensible and
lation vetoed by President Bush standin tét timely meant within  punishable.”
last year. The purpose of the legis- afewdaysando r exigencles - e .
_lation-is to ensure effective con- ime, but then-CIA Director . Priesxdem Bl:xshht;mself sttgted
" gressional oversight of U.S. covert ield Turner, when testitying ll-llla et}er tﬁ.t e chairman of the
operations and other intelligence use on the over- ouse Intelligence Committee in
activities. . H wy . antl((:ilplan()t;le(;f tl:le blfll laztafall“th?ﬁ
Covert operations, because “[Tlhe law requires that I in- any delay beyond a lew days "w
they are conceived, financed and form you of findings for covertac- ¢ l‘l’as.eF' upon my assertion or
conducted in secret, necessarily tions in a timely manner. I think ;‘l’t 8nne§ grante Tthmslo ‘°: by
bypass the normal and constitu-  you could take me to jail if Iwaited e SO o, e as it
tionally mandated public process ever, as it aiready exists and as it
— including public_hearing, ' should be amended, does not
debate and vote — for effectuating grant him any such authority. Nor
governmental policy. This public should it. _
process holds the government ac- Indeed, given the proclivity of
countable to the American people presidents to conduct covertoper-
and is an essential means to pre- ations routinely and in dangerous
vent fraud, abuse and violations ways, the proper course for Con-
of law. , gress would be to abolish covert
The new oversight bill has the operations altogether. Short of
very limited purpose of providing that, the intelligence committees
accountability to Congress. In- must have effective tools to act as
cluding requests to third parties surrogates for the rest of Con-
in the definition of covert oper- gress and for the people in over-
ations has the obvious and neces- seeing the activities of the intelli-
sary purpose of preventing the gence community and should
president from doing indirectly therefore not retreat from last
what he or she has specifically year's bill. : .
been prohibited from doing di- :
rectly. The president cannot use .GARY M. STERN
his legitimate authority to con- Legislative Counsel
duct diplomacy with foreign gov- Washington Office :
ernments as a shield for carrying American Civil Liberties Union
out covert operations outside the Washington
STAT
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